
Increase Workforce Funding

BACKGROUND
The recruitment of physicians, nurse practitioners, mental health professionals, dentists and other skilled health 
care professionals is key to caring for Pennsylvanians. It is imperative that the General Assembly support an 
increase in the Primary Health Care Practitioner Program (PHCPP).

The PHCPP funding allows organizations across Pennsylvania to train and place clinicians in underserved 
communities, provide technical assistance to primary care clinicians and health care facilities in rural areas and 
support the Commonwealth’s network of safety-net providers. PHCPP supports the state’s Primary Care Loan 
Repayment Program, which o�ers funding for educational loan repayment to primary care clinicians 
practicing in underserved communities.

This comprehensive programming supports clinicians serving hundreds of thousands of Pennsylvania patients 
in need of access to quality, a�ordable health care to help them get well and stay well.
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PROGRAM SUCCESSES
•  The Pennsylvania Primary Care Loan Repayment Program provided loan forgiveness to 106 primary care              
   providers in underserved areas in the 2019-20 �scal year, including physicians, dentists, mental health 
   professionals and nurse practitioners and physician assistants. The program anticipates establishing grant      
   agreements with 52 additional clinicians with a service commitment of July 1, 2020, through June 30, 2022.
•  Placed 87 primary care professionals, including physicians, dentists, nurse practitioners and physician 
   assistants, in underserved communities through the Pennsylvania Primary Care Career Center, creating an     
   estimated economic impact of $26.1 million for Pennsylvania in the last �ve years.
•  The Pennsylvania Academy of Family Physicians administers the Residency 
   Expansion Program. Over eight years, the program has generated an 
   additional 18 family medicine residency graduates, with a total of 
   63 family physicians projected to graduate by July 2021.
•  The Pennsylvania Area Health Education Center (AHEC) Program, 
   and its seven regional centers, collectively provides more than 
   2,975 clinical training rotations for medical and other health 
   professional students and o�ers continuing education programs 
   to more than 2,200 students, practicing primary care providers and
   other health professionals.

SOLUTION
Increase funding  for the Primary Health Care Loan Forgiveness 
Program (PHCLP) in the Department of Health by $1 million, bringing 
the total to $5.5 million.

Questions: Contact Eric Kiehl, PACHC 
Director of Policy & Partnership at 
eric@pachc.org or 717-599-2077


